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The Otway Ranges Environment Network (OREN) comprises individuals and groups who care about environmental issues in the Otway region of Victoria. OREN has been campaigning for seven years to end clearfell logging in the Otway Native Forest. 

This document seeks to briefly put the case for a cessation of industrial logging in the Otway State native Forest.  It attempts to remove the emotion from the issue and to deal with the basic facts. 

More detailed and broader information is contained in our website: www.oren.org.au   
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Introduction

Logging in the Otway State Forest (public forest) is managed by Forestry Victoria, a part of the State Government - Department of Natural Resources and Environment. 

· Approximately three square kilometres of native forest is clearfell logged each year in the Otways. This is not a small or trivial amount of forest.

· There are two parts to the logging industry - the woodchip industry, and the sawn timber industry.

Community opposition to logging

Community opposition to logging in the Otways is strong, demonstrated and growing. 

· An opinion poll was conducted in September 2001 within the federal electorate of Corangamite. The results show that 69% of people are opposed to clearfell logging in the Otways. 
· The Greater Geelong City Council, Surf Coast Shire, Warrnambool City Council and Moyne Shires are all opposed to native forest logging within Otway water supply catchments.

Clearfell logging

Clearfell logging removes all vegetation. The trees that are not useful for sawn timber are trucked directly to woodchip mills, for export as woodchips. 
Clearfell logging does not mimic the natural re-growth of forest after fire. Problems with clearfell logging include: 

· The structure of the forest is lost and an even age plantation of trees is created.  

· Fragmentation of forest and loss of habitat causes problems for wildlife – loss of hollow bearing trees is a huge problem for birds and mammals.  

· If any trees are left standing they are often poisoned.  

· After logging the areas are burnt using napalm dropped by helicopters.  

· The regrowth vegetation after clearfell logging  in wet forests is drier and more fire prone.

Economics of logging

The Government makes a loss each year from logging in the Otways. The Victorian public is actually paying about $1 million for the destruction of the forests. This has been recognised by the Auditor General reports in 1993 and 1997.

Sawn timber

The use of hardwood timber (ie. from native forest) for house construction has declined dramatically in the past decade as opposed to softwood (pine). Most past uses of hardwood have now simply been replaced by cheaper softwood.

· Only 6 out of a hundred (or 6%) of trees cut down in the Otways are value added for high quality uses such as furniture grade timber (B+). The Otways contributes a mere 4% of the total Victorian sawlog output.
· Most of the sawn timber from the Otways is made into low grade products such as scantling (not used for major structural purposes), fence palings and pallets. 
· Government revenue from sawn timber makes up only 40% of total revenue with the other 60% received from the woodchip industry.  Clearly the industry is woodchip driven, which is contrary to Government and ALP policy.
· According to the Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) process, the two sawmills that produce sawn timber from the Otways make a loss. (The owners profit from logging because they also have shares in Midways - a big export woodchip mill in Geelong.) 
· For years Colac sawmillers have regularly attempted to justify logging with 'plans' of upgrading their sawmills to 'value add' timber. However they never do it.

Woodchips

Most of the forest that is clearfell logged ends up as woodchips that are exported to make paper. 

 Over 60% of the revenue collected by Forestry Victoria comes from the woodchip industry. Without woodchipping, logging in the Otways would be even more unprofitable. As far back as 1981 the, then, Forest Commission realised that logging for sawlogs alone would become economically unviable without woodchipping.  Despite much public opposition, large-scale woodchipping of the Otway forests began in the early 1990’s. 
· About 70% of trees cut down go directly to the woodchip mills to be woodchipped. 
· When the sawlogs (for sawn timber) are sawn, there are a lot of offcuts which also get chipped for woodchip. In total about 90% of the trees removed from the forest becomes woodchip or sawdust. 
· There is no legislated limit to the amount of woodchips allowed to be taken out of the Otways. Woodchips from the Otways now exceed the limit in the management plan by almost 60%. 
Jobs

There is a drastic labour shortage in the Colac Otway Shire.  The loss of jobs that would result from stopping native forest logging in the Otways is not an issue.  The issue is the impact of native forest logging on jobs: the loss of tourism job opportunities; and threats to jobs in industries that rely on water from the Otways.

· The Colac Otway Shire has a very low unemployment rate, which corresponds to labour shortages in Colac and the region.  

· March 2002 figures show the unemployment rate at 4.13%, well below the rural Victorian rate of 6. 3%.  

· Early in 2002 a survey was conducted to determine if 23 of Colac’s major businesses had trouble recruiting skilled and unskilled labour. 87% of the businesses said they have had trouble.  

· Recruitment difficulty was experienced in a wide range of occupations from management to labourers, including: sawmill labourers, wood machinists, maintenance tradesmen, carpenters, joiners, foremen, truck drivers, mechanics and retail sales positions.

The actual number of people employed full time in the Otway native forest logging industry is estimated to be somewhere between 60 - 80. 

The estimate includes:

· 20-30 employed at Murnanes sawmill located in Colac.
Environment Minister Garbutt press release 17 April 2001 stated 30 employees.
Murnane stated he employs about 20 on talkback radio ABC 774. 

· 8-10 employed at Calco sawmill located in Colac.
Calco has 25% of hardwood sawlog allocation from public land.

· 18 full time equivalent employed with log crews and haulage. 
Includes 6 logging crews employing 3 loggers and 3 truck drivers, working half the year.
6 logging crews X (3 loggers + 3 drivers)/ 2 half year = 18 


· 10-15 staff of Department of Natural Resources and Environment.
Does not include head office staff. 

Note: The export woodchip mills in Geelong source native forest woodchip from across Victoria and from blue-gum plantations. Employment at these mills is not dependent on woodchips sourced from the Otways. 

· Other jobs in industries that rely on Otways water such as the dairy, and milk and food processing industries are threatened with reduced water supply due to logging practices. 

· Clearfell logging destroys opportunities for forest based tourism development and associated jobs. 

· The hardwood timber industry is characterised by low union membership (the CFMEU – Forestry Division does not have 20 members in the Otways) and low pay, along with bad working conditions. 

· OREN supports a no net job loss solution in the Otways.
Plantations

Native forest does not need to be logged.  There are huge plantation resources within Central Victoria and the Green triangle (Victoria / South Australia border region) that can meet all the community's wood needs. 

· As of September 2000 there are about 85,000 ha of hardwood plantations (mainly blue gum) and 187,000 ha of softwood plantations (mainly radiata pine) in the Green Triangle and Central Victoria areas. 

· The current area directly available for integrated native forest logging for both woodchip and sawlog in the West RFA region is about 83,000 ha. This is comparable to all the total area under hardwood plantations of about 85,000 ha in the Central Victoria and Green Triangle regions. 

· The area directly available for integrated sawlog and woodchip logging in the Otways is about 35,000 ha.

Safety

Clearfell logging in native forest is very dangerous with a death/injury rate 17 times higher than that of the industrial average. The union which represents native forest loggers often claims that other methods of logging (eg selective logging) are too dangerous to the workers. Logging of plantations is far safer than logging of native forest, and creates more jobs because of the planting and maintenance needed for plantations. 

Government fails in forest management

The Government and logging industry claims that logging complies with  the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act, Otway Forest Management Plan and the Code of Forest Practices for timber production.  This is incorrect.

· Field inspections and analyses of the Otway Forest Management Plan and the Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, reveal that prescription within these documents are being consistently breached. 
· Action Statements as required by the  Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act are not being done by the government. These Action Statements would provide legislated prescriptions to 'protect' endangered species (tiger quoll, slender tree fern and cool temperate rainforest) and prevent  threatening ecological processes (habitat fragmentation, loss of hollow bearing trees and rainforest dieback) from logging practices. 
Logging increases fire risk

· The vegetation that grows back after clearfell logging within wet forests is drier than the original vegetation. This increases the risk of large bushfire burning out the Otways.  

· Fires are often caused directly by logging, particularly the practice of burning areas after logging, and fermenting bark heaps.  

Otway water supply catchments for Geelong, Warrnambool and region

The Otways is an important water supply catchment, supplying over 300 000 people with domestic water. Water supplies towns, cities and industries that include Geelong, Bellarine Peninsula, towns along the Great Ocean Road, Colac and Warrnambool. . Clearfell logging in Otway water catchments reduces the amount of water that is available to households and industry in the whole region. 

· Forests enable water to be absorbed into the ground and gradually released, allowing a more even flow of water throughout the year than cleared land.

· After a forest has been logged, the amount of water runoff in creeks and rivers decreases because more trees regrow than were there before logging. Trees act like pumps, pumping water from the ground and evaporating it from their leaves. Growing trees require much more water than old growth trees. 
· Scientific research has shown that if logging stopped in Warrnambool's water catchment, the water run-off would increase by 28% in 60 years. For Geelong the increase would be 10% for the West Barwon reservoir, which is a gain equivalent to the water consumption of 10,000 people or a city the size of Colac. 
· Logging dries out the forest, increasing the chance of bushfire which could reduce water runoff by 20% within 20 years if only 50% of the catchments were burnt out. (see fire below). 
· The economic value of water lost due to logging, is worth more than twice the value of woodchips and timber. 
· Logging roads increase the risk of landslides which have had a devastating impact on water quality. 
Tourism

Clearfell logging of forest degrades the beauty of the Otways. The scenic and aesthetic potential of Otways forest based tourism is being lost despite the booming tourism industry that is currently focused along the Great Ocean Road. 
· Tourism in the region is worth $1 billion each year, and employs more than ten thousand people. Logging is subsidised by taxpayers by about $1 million and employs about 60 people, while destroying forest. 
· When the Government logs, it ignores its own prescriptions within the Otways Forest Management Plan to preserve scenic quality. 
· Despite the Government's own recommendations to develop forest based tourism in the Otways (Nature Based Tourism, Directions and opportunities 2000-2003), logging in the forest continues. 
Biodiversity

Endangered species and vegetation communities (eg cool temperate rainforest) are not protected from logging practices. The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act that is meant to protect plants and animals that are endangered is not working. 
· The Government recognises some forest areas are important habitat for endangered species (eg. the tiger quoll), but logging is still allowed within these areas. 
· Logging increases 'threatening processes' such as habitat fragmentation, loss of hollow bearing trees, and Myrtle Wilt, a disease which kills rainforest Myrtle Beech trees. 
South Eastern Otway Forests

The South Eastern Otway Forests (13,300 ha) are the headwaters of rivers that run under the Great Ocean Road between Lorne and Apollo Bay. They include the St Georges River, Cumberland River, Wye River, Kennett River, Grey River, Carisbrook Creek, Smyth Creek and Wild Dog Creek.

· The South Eastern Otway Forest have high scenic and aesthetic values that have important tourism potential for the Great Ocean Road tourism industry. These scenic and aesthetic values have never been properly assessed.

· The lower reaches of the East Otway Forests are part of the Angahook-Lorne State Park and are also listed as National Estate (nomination 18054). It is not unreasonable to expect that the headwaters of the East Otway Forests where clearfell logging is permitted also contain values worthy of National Estate Listing (they have not been properly surveyed for National Estate Values). 

· The Cumberland River is the only large river in Central and Western Victoria found to exist in an essentially natural environment. This is the finding of a 1988 report titled A Scenic Assessment of Victoria's Rivers put together as a part of the Land Conservation Council’s state wide assessment of rivers in Victoria. 

· The West RFA National Estate Identification and Assessment in the West Region of Victoria recognised the Cumberland River as an area with high natural landscape values. However other East Otway areas were not assessed. This evaluation put on a size limit on National Estate areas, requiring areas to be greater than 3000 ha. Given the Otways is fragmented by agriculture and plantations, this threshold has excluded many smaller but significant areas in the 1000-3000 ha range with high natural landscape values. 


· Endangered species such as tiger quoll, slender tree fern and small amounts of cool temperate rainforest  are not protected from logging in the East Otway Forests. 

· The headwaters of Wild Dog Creek is a State Rainforest Site of Significance.

Aire River Forests

· The Aire River Forests are to the south of Lavers Hill and Beech Forest.  About 40% of the total Aire River Catchment (9,800 hectares) is made up of the Aire river forest. Five major forested sub-catchments with very high conservation values are threatened by clearfell logging. 


· The Aire river has extremely high scenic and aesthetic values that are very accessible to the Great Ocean Road. An example of the economic tourism potential of the Aire forests is the recent announcement by a private company (Canopy 01) that  it would invest $5 million dollars to construct a tree top canopy walk within the Aire River Forests near Triplet Falls. The tourist attraction is expect to attract hundreds of thousands of visitors each year.

· The Aire Heritage River is the only river in the Otways that is listed under the Heritage Rivers Act. A draft strategy plan makes numerous references regarding the need to protect scenic landscapes, for which clearfell logging is the greatest threat. 


· The Aire Valley is the cool temperate rainforest stronghold of the Otways.  The high conservation values of the rainforest have been recognised through the listing of three areas as Rainforest Sites of Significance (RSOS).  These are not protect from logging. The RSOS in the Aire Valley are:

1. Aire-Youngs Creek National Rainforest Site of Significance. Logging authorised by the department within rainforest sites of national significance is a breach of the Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production.

2. Clearwater Creek State Rainforest Site of Significance. 

3. Redwater Creek State RSOS. (Reserve – not available for logging.)
· The West RFA National Estate Identification and Assessment in the West Region of Victoria recognised the Clearwater Creek (Aire River sub-catchment) as an area with high natural landscape values.

· Endangered Species in the Aire River forests include cool temperate rainforest, the tiger quoll and slender tree fern.
Barham River Forests

The Barham River forests (7,800ha) are located north of Apollo Bay. The scenic and aesthetic values of the Barham River forests have been long recognised and recommended for protection. This has never occurred.

· In 1977, the Land Conservation Council proposed recommendations banning the use of log trucks on Turtons track (the only access to log Wild Dog Ridge). Log trucks are a danger to tourists that drive along Turtons track which is one of the best forest drives in Australia and is promoted as such by the government.

· In 1978 the Land Conservation Council recommended that scenic landscape values of the Great Ocean Road between Apollo Bay and Cape Horn (near the boundary of the Otway National Park) need to be protected. Riley's Ridge can be seen from the Great Ocean Road about half way between Apollo Bay and the Otway National Park. Lookouts along the Great Ocean Road used by tourists look out across Riley's Ridge. Proposed logging at Riley’s Ridge will impact on aesthetic and scenic values relied on by the regional tourist industry. 

· Proposed logging at Riley’s Ridge will cause habitat fragmentation that will split the Otway forests.

· The headwaters of the East Barham River is a State Rainforest Site of Significance and a haven for endangered slender tree ferns. 

· The West Barham river is the domestic water supply for Apollo Bay. A no logging moratorium was put in place by Joan Kirner in 1988. Logging is planned within the next few years. 

Geelong Water Supply Catchment

See Water supply catchments for Geelong, Warrnambool and region above.

· Lake Elizabeth and the headwaters of the East Barwon river are listed as National Estate. The area is a National Geomorphological Site of Significance. Limnology (lake) experts have advised that logging is not compatible with conservation of this unique and nationally significant geomorphological site.

Warrnambool Water Supply 

See Water supply catchments for Geelong, Warrnambool and region above.

· The Gellibrand catchment (river) is an important source of water to Warrnambool and the district’s milk and food processing industries.


· Warrnambool does not have a large dam to store water but relies on the natural flow of the Gellibrand River, which to date has been a reliable supply of water. If that river stopped flowing, the very small reservoirs that store water for Warrnambool and local dairy industries would run out within three weeks. The most likely time the river flow could slow or stop flowing is over summer. Scientific research shows that clearfell logging is drying out the wet, high rainfall, mountain forests in the Otways that keep the Gellibrand River flowing in summer. Clearfell logging also  increases the risk that these wet forests could be burnt out in a major wild fire.  If only 50% of the wet forest was burnt, water runoff would significantly reduce by up to 20%. A great deal of this loss in water runoff would occur in summer months. 

· The logging industry justifies logging in the Gellibrand catchment  by stating that there is plenty of water that flows down the Gellibrand river and over 90% goes out to sea.  Although this is true it does not justify logging as most of that water is over the Autumn, Winter and Spring period. Again, the issue of concern for Warrnambool is low flow over summer. 
Conclusion

Overwhelming logging of Otway Native Forest should be stopped immediately – for the benefit of the economy, jobs, community, water supply, tourism and biodiversity.
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